plete. The experiments are continuing with ways of 
inducing depressions in monkeys by separating them 
from mothers or peer-mates and by secluding them in a 
sunken well chamber. 


Conn, Robert H. and Anderson, Dudley. ‘‘D.C. Mounts 
Unfunded Program of Screening for Lead Poisoning,”’ 
HSMHA Health Reports, 86: 5 (May 1971), 409-413. 


Dr. Jesse L. Steinfeld, Surgeon General of the Public 
Health Service, estimates that 400,000 children in the 
United States have dangerously elevated blood lead 
levels. Children living in housing built before World 
War II, when paint containing lead was used on interior 
walls, are particularly threatened. ‘Many children, 
particularly those wk pica (an unnatural craving for 
nonfood items), eat flakes of old leaded paint and plaster 
that peel off crumbling walls and ceilings, or they chew 
on accessible window sills and other surfaces. If these 
children are not discovered promptly and treated, per- 
manent central nervous system damage may result and, 
in some cases, death.’’ The need for screening these 
these children in inner city Washington, D.C. was par- 
ticularly urgent. Three years after an unsuccessful at- 
tempt to obtain federal funds for a screening and research 
program, Dr. John Mills, in the fall of 1968, as a repre- 
sentative of the D.C. Committee for Human Rights, 
worked out a plan for community cooperation with the 
D.C. Health Department and the Department of Eco- 
nomic Development. Two hospitals, Children’s Hos- 
pital and Freedman’s Hospital agreed to report diagnosed 
cases of lead poisoning to the housing division. In- 
spectors from this division visited the child’s home, 
took paint samples, and made recommendations to 
repaint hazardous homes. Training sessions were con- 


* * 


* 


ducted for the housing inspectors and medical personnel 
who wanted to bring themselves up-to-date on lead 
poisoning. As a result of the new awareness pressure 
for a screening program became greater. Together the 
Accident Prevention Division and the United Planning 
Organization—a local organization funded by the Office 
of Economic Opportunity—set up the program. Facil- 
ities were made available through neighborhood and 
community centers and the D.C. Health Services Ad- 
ministration. Volunteer physicians helped staff the 
screening centers. Orientation seminars were held for 
volunteer workers, and information was sent to news- 

apers and to radio and television stations. The screen- 
ing took place for about a week in June 1970; the centers 
were open for three hours in the evening. Though few 
people came the first days of the screening, word did 
reach deep into the inner-city and 808 inner-city children 
were tested. Children a in pre-World War II 
housing showed higher blood lead levels than children 
living in the newer housing projects. It was concluded 
that future screening programs for lead poisoning need 
not include children living in public housing built after 
1942 because the evidence clearly indicated that there 
was little or no damage from lead poisoning for the 
children living there. The initial screening program 
was undertaken without special funding; its success came 
through the help of concerned people who worked over- 
time to gather manpower and facilities. As a direct 
result of this program routine screening for lead poison- 
ing has been instituted in all child health clinics and 
children and youth centers of the D.C. Community 
Health Services Administration. In the fall of 1970, a 
city council regulation passed which provides free medi- 
cal treatment for lead poisoned children, regardless of 
the family’s income level. 


* * 
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